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Anent Souldiers Deſerting, or Marrying without Gertificats. 


ILLIAM and MA R T, By the Grace of GOD, King and Queen of Great 
Britain, France and Ireland, Defenders of the Faith; To 


Fr Macers of Our Privy Council, 
or Meſſengets at Arms, Our Sheriffs in that Part, conjunctly and ſeverally , ipecially 


Conflitute, Greeting; Forasmuch as, albeit all Souldiers Lifted, and Engaged in Our Service, ought 
to be entirely reſerved for that uſe, and no ways Entiſed or Seduced to deſert the ſame: yet of late, 
Several of Our Leiges, either through Ignorance, or Diſaffection to Our Service, have given too 
great Encouragement to the Souldiers under Our Pay, to Dzfert, by Ent iſing aud Se duciog hem 
thereto, or by Reſetting, Concealing and Entertaining them, when chey had Deſerted, and Relinqui- 
ſhed Our Service: As allo ſeveral Miniſters having of late taken upon them, to Joyn in Marriage 
Perſons Imployed in Our Service as Souldiers, without certain Knowledge of their being Single Per- 
ſons,and not Married to any other Woman at the time; Wherethrongh not only great Prejudice, and 
Diſcouragement is done to Our Officers, under whom they Serve, bue alſo grear-occafion of Scandal 
is given, and diſhonour done to God, and diſgrace to the Proteſtant Religion; For Remeed of all 
which, We, with Advice of the Lords of Our Privy Council, peremptorily Prohibit and Diſcharge 
all and ſundry Our Subjects within this Kingdom, to Intiſe, Perſwade, or Seduce any of the Souldiers 
in Our Service, and under Our Pay, to Deſert or Leave their ſaid Service, or to Shelter, Conceal, 
Harbour or Intertain any Souldier, who Deſerts or Leaves the ſame, without having, a Paſs, Sealed, 
and Signed by the Captain, and Commanding Officer for the time, of the Regiment, J which the ſaid 
Souldier, orSouldiers laft Served; Certifying all Our Leiges,who ſhall hereafter come in the contrair 
hereof, and againſt whom it ſhall be made appear, and proven, that any Souldier Reſetr, Conceaied 
or Intertained by them, hath Deſerted Our Service, and that it was known at the time to the Reſer- 
ter of the ſaid Souldier, or Souldiers, or Inticer of them to Deſert, that they were not Diſmiſſed from 
Our Service by a lawful Paſs, Signed and Sealed in mauner foreſaid, they, and each one of them ſhall 
be lyable in the Sum of Ten Pound Sterling Money to the Captain of the Company, under whom 
any of the ſaids Souldiers Serve, to be decerned to them by the Ocdioar Magiſtrat of the Place, where 
the ſaid Reſetter, Entiler, or Concealer lives, and that by and attour the Souldiers being lyable to a Mi- 
litary Puniſhment conform to the Articles of War. As alſo we with Advice foreſaid, do ſtrictly pro- 
hibite and Diſcharge all Miniſters, and others within this Our Ancient Kingdom, to Joyn in Marriage, 
any Souldier under Out Pay, and Service, with any Woman whatſome ver, without firſt Proclamation 
of their Banns on three ſeveral Sundays, at the Paroch Churches where the Woman lives, and the 
Souldier quarters for the time 2 And that no Proclamation of Banns ſhall be granted to any Souldier, 
for Marriage, without a Teſtificat ſubſcribed and ſealed by the Captain, and Commanding Officer of 
the Regiment, wherein the (aids Souldiers Serves for the time, be firſt delivered to the Miniſters of the 
Churches where the Proclamation is to be made, and Recorded in che Seſſion Books ehereof, 
that the ſaid Souldier to be Proclaimed, is a ſingle Perſon; with Certifica tion to any Miniſter, or others, 
who ſhall Contraveen the Premiſſes, that they ſhall be committed to Priſon, for rhe ſpace of three 
Months, and be otherways puniſhed conform to the Laws of the Land, as the Merit and Circumſtances 
of their Tranſgreſſion ſhall deſerve. OUR WILL IS HEREFORE, and We Charge you 
ſtrictly, and Command, that incontinent theſe Our Letters ſeen, ye paſs to the Mercat-Eroſs of Edin- 
burgh, and to the Mercat- Croſſes of the Head- Burghs of the ſeveral Shires, and Stewartries within 
this Kingdom, and there in Our Name and Authority, make Publication hereof, that none precend 
Ignorance, and Ocdains Oar Solicitor to ſend Printed Copies hereof, to the Sheriffs of the ſeveral 
Shiret, and Ste wartries, whom We Ordain to ſez the ſame Publiſhed at the Mercat-Crofles, and Stew- 
zrtries, on a Mercat-Day, and alſo at the ſeveral Paroch- Churches, and Meeting: Houſes withio their 
reſpective Juriſdictions, upon the Lords. Day, immediatly after Divine Service, as they will be anſwere 
able, and Ordains theſe Preſents to be Printed. | 
Given under Our Signet at Edinburgh, the-Sixteenth day of September, and of Our Reign the 
Fourth Tear, 169 2 . per Afum Dominorum Sti. Concilii. 
In & upplement um Signeti. 
GIL IJ. ELLIOT Els. Sti. Concilii. 


God fave King Wi. and Queen M ary. 


bearing, 
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Edinburgh, Prin: ed by the Heir of A rem A erſon, Printer to their Moſt Excellent Majeſties. 1691. 


